60	Philosophy of Education
Three ideas which have been criticized, namely, the merely
privative nature of immaturity, static adjustment to a fixed
environment, and rigidity of habit, are all connected with a
false idea of growth or development, — that it is a movement
toward a fixed goal. Growth is regarded as having an end,
instead of being an end. The educational counterparts of
the three fallacious ideas are first, failure to take account of
the instinctive or native powers of the young; secondly,
failure to develop initiative in coping with novel situations;
thirdly, an undue emphasis upon drill and other devices which
secure automatic skill at the expense of personal perception.
In all cases, the adult environment is accepted as a standard
for the child. He is to be brought up to it.
Natural instincts are either disregarded or treated as nui-
sances — as obnoxious traits to be suppressed, or at all events
to be brought into conformity with external standards. Since
conformity is the aim, what is distinctively individual in a
young person is brushed aside, or regarded as a source of mis-
chief or anarchy. Conformity is made equivalent to uniform-
ity. Consequently, there are induced lack of interest in the
novel, aversion to progress, and dread of the uncertain and the
unknown. Since the end of growth is outside of and beyond
the process of growing, external agents have to be resorted to
to induce movement towards it. Whenever a method of
education is stigmatized as mer.ha.nical, we maybe sure that
external pressure is brought to bear to reach an external end.
2. Since in reality there is nothing to which growth is rela-
tive save more growth, there is nothing to which education is
subordinate save more education. It is a commonplace to
say that education should no±_cease when one leaves school.
The point of this cgmBMrnidaceJs that the purpose of school
education isjtoJas.uie_&e^Qn1feuance of education by organ-
izing the powers that insure growth. The inclination to learn
from life itself and to make the conditions of life such that all will
learn in the process of living is the finest product of schooling.

